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Minutes of the 40th Annual General Meeting of the 
National Association of City and Town Sheriffs of England and Wales
The Lincoln Hotel, Eastgate, Lincoln,LN2 1PN3 6YY  
26th September 2026 10.00 am


The meeting commenced at 10.00am

1. Welcome from the Chair  Chair Andrew Swinburne welcomed Members and current Sheriffs to the AGM 2026. 

2. President’s Opening Remarks.  Andy Swinburne explained that due to ill health the President Andy Gravells had sent his apologies but wished members and the AGM weekend well.

3. Welcome from the Sheriff of Lincoln.  Darryl Smalley addressed the conference to welcome members and current sheriffs.

4. Obituaries a minute’s silence was held in respect of past Sheriffs Jonathon Tyler, 

5. Apologies received from Bob Rudd, Gloucester; Paul Toleman, Gloucester; Neville Brown, Lincoln; Hilary Willerton, Lincoln; David Walker, Norwich; Richard Parkinson, Canterbury; Adam Burns-Mace, Lichfield. Kathryn Duncan Brown, Lichfield; Pat Lott, Chester; Alan Hughes, Berwick; Steph Jupe, Sheriff, Canterbury; Jan Lugg, Gloucester; Marian Prinsley Norwich; John Butler, Chester; Simon Eardley, Chester; Doug Underwood, Norwich; Patrick Vaughan, Lincoln; Jeff Boyall, Lincoln; Chris Bulteel, Poole; Barrie Ferguson, York; Marie Journeaux, Gloucester; Andrew and Jeanne Storrar, Gloucester

6. Introduction of Sheriffs.  Sheriffs Present: Mike Greener, Berwick; Barry Williams, Carmarthen; Alan Smith, Chester; Ann Radley, Gloucester; Danni Thomas-Turner, Haverfordwest; Andrew Fox, Lichfield; Darryl Smalley, Lincoln; Audrey Dinnall, Nottingham; Rosemarie Stirk, Poole; Kathryn Barbour, Southampton. Each said who they were and a few words of introduction.  

7. Minutes of the 2025 AGM Lichfield.  The Secretary said these were circulated shortly following the AGM weekend last year for any corrections. These had been implemented and no further corrections were raided. Acceptance of minutes presented was proposed by Nick Sedgwick and seconded by Michael Mullarkey and unanimously approved. 

8. Chair’s Report. Andy Swinburne welcomed everyone again to the AGM.  He spoke of the value of the New Current Sheriffs’ Whatsapp Group and on-line meeting to welcome new sheriffs into office that helped share ideas for new Sheriffs.  





He thanked Colin Greateorex, Deputy Chair for his hard work in securing several new items of merchandise and promotional items - cufflinks, pens, table coverings and the banner and securing renewed stocks of ties etc.  this was made possible by organising a high resolution image of the NACTSEW crest for future use.
The newly introduced baton for handing over the organisation of the next AGM weekend was handed by the Chair to himself as NACTSEW will be organising the Newcastle AGM next year. He explained that he had had several meetings with various people in the city to start the process and had secured the venues for the meetings, evening event and the Cathedral service.  
He then presented the new 4 minute training video which is to be offered to all new sheriffs who chose to join the Association.  He thanked Kevin Busby for creating this for the Association.  Kevin and his wife Tracy would be attending the evening dinner as the Chair’s guests as a thank you for their work on the video and support for NACTSEW.
The Chair explained that we will now be sending a letter of thanks and wellbeing to any long standing member who contacts the Association (usually in response to the invitation email to the AGM weekend) to say they are no longer able to attend or renew their membership due to age and/or ill-health. He thanked the Secretary for this suggestion.
The Half-yearly meeting of the committee members happened in person in York for the first time in several years and regular Business Review meetings have been held on-line to progress the work of the Association.
Invitations this year included the Mayor making event at Haverfordwest from Danni Thomas-Turner where her husband Randall became Mayor and at which event he met the Sheriff of Carmarthen, Barry Williams.  He pointed out that further discussion had occurred of the value of a ‘junior sheriff’ and thanked Colin Greatorex for supplying some useful information.

9. Treasurer’s Report.  This was presented by the Treasurer Suzie Mercer (attached).  The membership of the Association is currently 88 but several are in arrears and the Treasurer will chase up to see if they wish to continue.  

10. Election of Officers
Vice Chair, Colin Greatorex proposed by Peter Hutchinson and seconded by Ian Malcolm and unanimously approved. 
Honorary Treasurer, Suzie Mercer, proposed by John Kennedy and seconded by Verna
Campbell and unanimously approved.  
Honorary Secretary, Xena Dion, proposed by Chris Higgins and seconded by Michael Richardson.  Unanimously approved.
The additional committee members are normally two representatives from the next year’s host town or city.  As there is no representation from Newcastle it was proposed that the Chair, Andy Swinburne should be the representative for Newcastle.  This was proposed by Xena Dion And seconded by Suzie Mercer and unanimously approved.  
For the 2028 AGM in Gloucester, David Brown was proposed by Melanie Tointon and seconded by Collette Finnegan and unanimously approved and Andy Gravells was proposed by Ann Radley and seconded by John Ebo, also unanimously approved.  

11. Appointment of Examiners
Robbie Dalgliesh was thanked by the Chair for his help in examining the accounts as per the Constitution and was proposed to continue by Ian Haye and seconded by David Gordon.  Also unanimously approved.  

12. Future Venues.  The Chair reiterated that plans had progressed in Newcastle with the main venue being the Vermont Hotel.  Further work was needed for the afternoon tours 





           and guest speakers.  Any help would be appreciated. 
Plans for Gloucester as reported by David Brown were also well underway.  Future AGMs were identified as Nottingham followed by Poole.  

13. AOB.  
Xena Dion raised the issue of Macebearers who accompanied Sheriffs to the AGM weekend and asked if the host town or city could make some small provision for them even if it was to organise a small get together for them or to include them in the Friday reception.  After a short discussion it was suggested that this could continue within the meeting of the new sheriffs after the conclusion of the AGM as there were many towns or cities where mace bearers no longer accompanied the sheriff.  This was agreed. 


The meeting concluded at 11.15.  
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